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S the Work I have cngaged in wil! not only 

contift of Papers of Humour and Learning, 
but of feveral Effays Moral and Divine, 1 thall 
publith the following one, which is founded on a 
former SPECTATOR, and fent me by a particu- 
lar Friend, not queftioning but it will pleafe fuch 
of my Readers as think it no Difparagement to 
their Underftandings to give way lometimes to 
a ferious Thought. 


SIR, 

N your Paper of Friday the oth Inftant, you had 

Occation to confider the Ubiquity of the Gad- 

head, and, at the fame time, to fhew, that as 

he is prefent to every thing, be cannot but be 
attentive to every thing, and privy toall the Modes 
and Parts of its Exiftence; or, in other Words, that 
his Omnifcience and Omniprefence are co-exiftent, 
and run together through the whole Infinitude of 
Space, This Confideration might furnith us with 
many Incentives to Devotion an2 Motives to Ma- 
rality, but as this Subje& has been handled by feve- 
ral excellent Writers, 1 thal! contider it in a Light 
wherein | have not feen it placed by others. 


Firft, How difcorfolate is the Condition of an 
intelle@tual Being who is thus prefent with his Ma- 
ker, but, at the farne time, receives no extraordi- 
nary Benefit or Advantage from th's tis Prefence: 


Secondly, How deplorable is the Condition of an 
intelle€tual Being who feels no other Effe&ts from 
this his Prefence but fuch as proceed from Divine 
Wrath and indignation! : 


Thirdly, How happy is the Condition of that in- 
telleQua! Being who is tentible of his Maker’s Pre- 
fence from the fecret Etfvéts of his Mercy and Lov- 


ing-kiudnefs! 


Firf*How difconfu-late fthe Condition of sn 
intelleGiual Being, whofs this prefent with his Ma- 
ker, but, at the iameime, receives no extraordina- 
ry Benefie or Advantage from this his Prefence! 
Every Particle cf Matter is aétuated by this Almignty 
Being which paiies through it. The Heavens and the 


Earth, the Stars and Planets, move and gravitate 
by Vertue of this great Principle within them. All 
the dead parts of Nature are it.vigorated by the Pre- 
fence of their Creator, and made capable of exert- 
ing their refpe@ive Qualities. The feveral Inftin@s, 
in the brute Creation, do likewife operate and work 
towards the feveral Ends which are agreeable tothem 
by this Divine Energy. Mar oniy, who does not 
co-operate with this holy Spirit, and is uuatcentive 
to his Prefence, receives none of thofe Advantages 
from it, which are perte@&ive of his Natureand ne- 
ceflary tohis Well-being. The Divinity is withhim, 
and in him, and every where about him, but of no 
Advantage to him. It is the fame thing to a Man 
without Religion, as if there were no God in the 
World. It is indeed impoffible for an infinite Being 
to remove himfelf from any of his Creatures, but 
tho” he cannot withdraw his Effeace from us, which 
woold argue an imperfe@ion in him, he can with- 
draw from us all the Joys and Confolations of it. 
His Prefence may perhaps be neceflary to fup- 
port us in our Exiftence; but he may Icave this oue 
Exiftence to it felf, with regard co its Happinets or 
Milery. For, in thisSenie, he may caft us away 
from his Prefence, cnd take his Holy Spirit from 
us. This fingle Confideration one would thiuk 
fofficient to make us open our Hearts co all thofe 
Intufions of Joy and Gladnets whichare fo near at 
Hand. and ready to be poured in upon: us; efpeci- 
ally when we confider, Secondly, the deplorable Con- 
dition of an inteliedtual Being who feels no other 
Et: &s from his Maker's Prefence, but fuch as pro- 
ceed from Divine Wrath and Indignation! 


We may affure our felves, that the great Author 
of Nature will not always be as one, whois indif- 
ferent to any of his Creatures. Thole who will 
not feel him in his Love, will be fure at length to 
feel him in his Difpleafure. And how dreadful is 
the Condition of that Creature who is only fenfible 
of the Being of his Creator by what hefufters from 
him! He is as effentially prefent in Hell as in Heaven 
but che Inhabitants of thole accurfed Flaces b: hold 
him only in his Wrath, and thrink within their 
flames to conceal themtelves ficm him. It is not 
in the Power of ‘imagination to conceive the fear- 
ful Etfeéis of Omnipotence incenfed, 
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But I thall onty confider the Wretchednefs of an 
intelle@ual Being, who, ib this Lite, lies underthe 
Difpleafure of him,that at all Times and in all Pla- 
ces is intimately united with him. He is able to 
difquiet the Soul, and vex it in ali its Faculties. He 
can hinder any of thegreateft Comforts of Life from 
refrething us, and give an Edge to every one of its 
flighteft Calamities. Who then can bear the Thought 
of being an Out-caft from his Prefence, that is, from 
the Comforts of it, or of feeling it only inits Ter- 
rors? How pathetick is that Expoftulation of Feb, 
when, for the Trial of his Patience, he was made 
to look up» himfelf in this deplorable Condition ! 
Why hat roux jet me as a Mark againft thee, fo that 
I am become aburden to my felf? But, Thirdly how 
happy is the Condition of that intelle@ual Being, 
who is fenfible of his Maker’s Prefence from the 
fecret Effe@ts of his Mercy and Loving kindnefs! 


The Bleffed in Heaven behold him Face to Face, 
that is, are as fenfible of his Prefence as we 
are of the Prefence of any Perfon, whom we look 
upon with our Eyes. There is doubtlefs a Faculty ia 
Spirits, by which they apprehend one another, as 
our Senfes do material Obje&s; and there is no 
Queftion but our Souls, when they are difembodied, 
or placed in glorified Bodies, will by this Faculty, 
in whatever part of Space they refide, be always 
enfible of the Divine Prefence. We, who have 
this Veil of Fleth ftanding bet ween us and the World 
of Spirits, muft be Content to know that the Spirit 
of God is prefent with us, by the Effeé&ts which he 
roduceth in us. Our outward Senfes aretoo grofsto 
apprehend him; we may however tafte and fee 
how Gracious heis, by his Influence upon our Minds, 
by thofe Virtuous Thoughts, which he awakens in 
us, by thofe fecret Comforts and Refrefhments, which 
he conveys into our Souls, and by thofe ravithing 
Joys and inward Satisfaions, which are perpeta- 
ally fpringing up, and diffufing themfelves among 
all che Thoughts of good Men. He is lodged in 
our very Effence; and is as a Soul within the 
Soul. to irradiateits Underftanding, reétifie its Will, 
purifie its Paffions, and enliven all the Powers of 
Men. How happy therefore is an intellectual 
Being, who, by Prayer and Meditation, by Virtue 
and .good Works, opens this Communication be- 
tween God and his own Soul! Tho’ the whole 
‘Creation frowas.upon him, and all Nature looks 
black about him, he has his Light and Support with- 
in him, that are able to cheer his Mind, and bear 
him up, in the midft of all thofe Horrors which 
encompafs him. : He knows that his Ficlper is at 
Hand, and is always nearer to him than any thing 
can be, which is capable of Annoying or Ter- 
fying him: Inthe midftof Calumny or Contempt, 
he attends to that Being who whifpers beter things 
within his Soul, and whom he looks upon as his 
‘Defender, his Glory, andthe Lifter up of his Head. 
din his deepeft Solitude and Retirement, he knows 
that he is in Company with the greatelt of Beings; 
‘and perceives within himfelf fuch real Senfations 
of his Prefence, as are more delightful than any 
‘thing that can be met with in the Converfation of 


his Creatures. Even in the Hour of Death, he con- 
fiders the Painsof :'s Diif‘ution to be nothing elfe 
but the breaking down <: th: ‘articion, which 
ftands bete his Seu!, and the fight of that Being, 
who is alw s out with him, and is about to 
manifelt it telba . cou Sallneis of Joy. 


If we would be thus Happy, and thus sentbieot 
our Maker’s Prefence, from the fecret Effe@ts of his 
Mercy and Gooduefs, we muft keep fuch a 
Watch over all our Thoughts, that, in the Language 
of the Scripture, his Soul may have Pleafure in us, 
We muft take care not to grieve his Holy Spirit, 
and endeavour to make the Meditations of our 
Hearts always acceptable in his Sight, that he may 


- delight thus to refide and dwell in us. The Lighe 


of Nature could dire@ Seneca to this Do@tine, in 
a very remarkable Paffage among his Epiftles. Sacer 
ineft in nobis {piritus boxorum malorumque cuftos, et 
Obvfervator, et quemadmodum nos illum tractamus, 
ita et ille nos. There is a Holy Spirit refiding in 
us, who watches and obferves both Good and E- 
vil Men, and will treat us after the fame manner 
that we treat him., But! fhall conclude this Di- 
{courfe with thofe more emphatical Words in di- 
vine Revelation, Jf « Mam love me, be will keep 
my Word, and my Father will love him, and we 
will come unto him, and make our Abode with bim. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


This Day is Publifhed, the 2d Edition of, 


A New Tranflation of the Chara&ers of Theo- 
phraftus. Tranflated from the Greek by Euftace Bud- 
gell, Efq; Thete CharaGers are under the Titles of Difii- 
mulation, Flattery, Impertinence in Difcourfe, Rufticicy, Falfe 
Complailance, A — or thamelefs Fellow, ° 
the Newfmonger, Impudence as it preceeds from Coveroufnels, 
Sordid Avarice, A Man abandon’d to all Senfe of Shame, Ab- 
furd or Unfeafonable Behaviour, Over-officioufnefs, The abfent 
Man, Brutality, Superftition, A Difcontented Temper, A Sufpicious 
Man, A Sloven, A Troublefome Fellow, Vain Glory, A Niggardly 
Temper, Otentation, Pride, Cowasdice, An Oligaschift or one 
Mtho 1s of the FaGion of the Nobles, in Oppofition ro rhe 
in a Commonwealth, A Man who would accompli him(elf 
when it is too late, and Detraétion. Printed tor Jacob Tonfon 
at Shakeipear’s Head over-againft Catherine-ftreet in the Strand. 


Yefterday was Publith’d, 
, An Account of Switzerland, written in the 
eat 1714. Ry Abraham Stanyan, Efq; Her Majecfty’s } 
there. Alfo The Thouland oa One ~ ony He gt bg rs 
flaied from the French by Mr. Philips, Author of the Paftorals 
and Diftreft Mother. «oth Printed fur Jacob Ton'on at Shake- 
{pear’s Head over-againft Cathesine-fireet in the Strand. 


The moft Noble Volatile Smelling. Buttle in the — 


World, which fmell’d to, momentarily ferches the moft difmal 
Fainting, or Swooning Fits, and ina Minute removes Fluthing, 
Vapours, Dulnets, Head- “ch, Megrims, &c. It takes off ali nea- 
vy Sleepineis, setards Swooning, keeps up the Spirits to a Mirce 
cle; and by its Uie admits of no Faintings, but invigorates and 
ealivens the whole Man, Recrcates and makes Chearful although 
never fo fad, and in a Moment raifes abl the fenlitive Faculties: 
Ic is alto to be taken inwardly by Drops, which effcdtually rakes 
off and Bradicates the very Caute; for it potently reiieves, com- 
forts and ftrengthens the Brain, creates and corroborates a Stomach, 
removes Sicknefs from it, helps Digeftion, cleantes the Blood, and 
in a word, is the poet Cephaiick, Stomatick, Hepatick, and 
powerful Aromatick poffible; therefore is extreme neceflary for 
all Gentlemen, Ladies, &c. always to be carry’d intheis Pockers. 
Is fold only at Mr. King’s Picture Shop inthe Poultry, andat Mr. 
Overton's at the Golden-Buck Pi@ure-Shop againft ‘sr. Dunftan’s 
Church in Fleeritreet, at 2s, 6d. each, with printed Ditegtions, 





LONDON: Printed by S. 


BUCKLEY in Amen-Corner, and 


J. Tonson in the Strand; where Advertifements are taken in. 
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